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FY2025 HABATAKU Young Researchers Support Program
Application Guidelines

Background

Tohoku University actively supports young researchers through its Young Researchers Initiative,
aiming to create new value and provide an independent research environment for them. University
Research Administrators (URAs) of the Research Management Center, who are a group of
professionals with research qualifications and management skills, are available to support young

researchers. This contributes to strengthening Tohoku University's research capabilities.

This project has started in 2024 and aims to support young researchers in various fields, especially those where
Tohoku University excels, by providing resources for their research activities. We encourage applicants to
leverage their connections with researchers at other institutions and the research support available through

URA to secure additional funding and expand their research in the long term.

HThis project has been chosen by Daiichi Sankyo Company, Limited as part of its "Supporting the Next Generation" donation
program and will be carried out by the Research Management Center.

https://www.daiichisankyo.co.jp/about_us/habataku/

Outline
2.1 Grantees
Grants will be provided for various activities (networking, etc.) including research activities of young

researchers who conduct creative basic or applied research that will lead to next-generation innovations.

2.2 Support Period
1vyear: After adoption 1 July 2025 (scheduled) — 30 June 2026

2.3 Support Scale

The full amount requested by the successful applicant up to 1 million yen per project (1 yr).
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Requirements
3.1 TargetFields

All disciplines covering the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities

3.2 Eligibility
As of April 1, 2025, researchers who have been affiliated with Tohoku University for less than
eight years after obtaining their doctoral degree and who are eligible to apply for Grants-in-

Aid for Scientific Research at Tohoku University.

Any period of interrupted research due to life events, such as maternity leave, childcare leave,

or family care leave, does not count against the researcher.

Number of Adoptions
About six (6) projects per year.

Application Form

Form 1: Proposal may be filled out in either English or Japanese

Review Criteria

Proposals for activities including research, surveys, networking with researchers from external organizations,
etc. will be reviewed based on the review criteria below. Since it is expected that reviewers and applicants will
have different areas of expertise, the proposal should be written in a manner that is understandable to

reviewers who are not experts in your field.

@ Significance

— Does the proposal sufficiently explain the academic or social “significance” of the research being
conducted?

— Is the description of the research sufficiently clear enough to allow non-specialist reviewers to
understand why the research is being undertaken?

@ Developmental Potential

— Does the proposal describe a research vision for the next 5 years, and does it show potential for future

breakthroughs?



— Are the names of the external funds that you are aiming to obtain in the future considered and
described? (e.g., Emergent Research Support Program, CREST, PRESTO, ACT-X, Human Frontier
Science Program (HFSP), Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI), NEDO projects, etc.)
Including their timing, networking, collaboration in different fields, cooperation with support
personnel, use of shared facilities, etc.) Networking will be considered an important review
criteria from the viewpoint of enhancing future development.

{:2 Relevance

— s the one-year activity plan appropriate for the project considering the future prospects?

— Is the financial plan appropriate for the activity plan?

@ Suitability as a Support Target

- Areresearch support personnel such as URAs necessary? (Support for obtaining external funding,
industry-academia collaboration, intellectual property acquisition, project management, etc.)
The review team will place importance on the need for the establishment and expansion of
human networks and the support of URAs and other research support personnel from the
perspective of enhancing future development. We would like all the applicants to include the
above points in your proposal so that it can be read as necessary elements for the

development and enhancement of the applicant's research.

7 Important Dates and Submission Information
7.1 Call Opening
7 April 2025 (Monday)

7.2 Submission Deadline

23 May 2025 (Friday)

7.3  Submission Format and Address
Applicants should submit the proposal by email to the Secretariat.
Please submit it as a PDF.
[HABATAKU Young Scientists Support Program Secretariat]

e-mail: ura-support@grp.tohoku.ac.jp

8  Public Offering Briefing Session


mailto:ura-support@grp.tohoku.ac.jp
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8.1 Briefing Session (on demand video)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZg6sut-DH6mobL5_Ab-MgKYAdqfRP8S/view?usp=sharing

Selection and Results Notification
9.1 Selection Method

Selection Committee members will make a decision based on the review criteria.

9.2 Notification of Results

Successful applicants will be informed in writing by late June 2025

9.3 Post-award Support
Selected recipients will be interviewed by URAs (to consider network coordination, obtaining
external funding, etc.). URAs will then provide support by coordinating with networking

destinations, accompanying recipients to visits, and providing support for various applications.

Reporting
10.1 Survey Sheet Submission
Around March and August 2026, we will ask you to update your Researchmap entries,

as affirmations of the results of the project by e-mail.

10.2 Debriefing
We are planning to hold a debriefing session on the results of the project around March 2026.

Details will be announced separately. We appreciate your cooperation.

Others
With your consent, regardless of whether your application is accepted or rejected, we may use parts
or all of your proposal as examples in various grant application scenarios for future support by URAs

and other research support personnel.

Inquiries
HABATAKU Young Researchers Support Program Secretariat

(Research Management Center, Research Promotion Division)


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZg6sut-DH6mobL5_Ab-MgKYAdqfRP8S/view?usp=sharing

e-mail: ura-support@grp.tohoku.ac.jp
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